Surrey Police S136 and Custody Data 2014/15 FYTD
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Surrey Police s136 Year End Report 2015/16
1st April 2015 – 31st March 2016
· 768 detentions under s136 of the MHA
· 25 (3%) of the 768 individuals were taken to custody as a Place of Safety (PoS).

Volume of s136 detentions in comparison to 2014/15
There has been a 19% increase in detentions in comparison to 2014/15 (646 detentions) which is reflected in the graph below:
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The table and graph overleaf demonstrate the breakdown of detentions on a monthly basis in comparison to 2014/15:
	
	A
	M
	J
	J
	A
	S
	O
	N
	D
	J
	F
	M
	Total

	No. 15/16
	67
	55
	78
	76
	73
	61
	63
	60
	69
	61
	65
	40
	768

	No. 14/15
	55
	48
	50
	58
	58
	65
	57
	58
	50
	60
	42
	45
	646

	% Difference
	+22
	+15
	+56
	+31
	+26
	-7
	+9
	+2
	+38
	+2
	+55
	-11
	+19
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September and March were the only months where there was not an increase in the number of detentions when compared with the same period in 2014/15. June and February saw the biggest increases in the number of detentions when compared with the previous year. The summer months and December saw the largest number of detentions across 2015/16.
Use of custody as a PoS 

There were a total of 25 individuals detained under s136 who were taken to custody as a PoS. This gives an overall percentage of 3% of s136 detentions. This is a 2% decrease to the overall percentage in 2014/15 which was 5% with 33 individuals in custody. 
The table below shows a monthly breakdown of the use of custody as a PoS during 2015/16, and reflects the percentage of these detentions whereby custody was used as a result of there being no assessment suites available: 
	
	No. of detentions
	No. & % in custody
	No. & % due to no assessment suite

	Apr
	67
	4 (6%)
	2 (50%)

	May
	55
	5 (9%)
	5 (100%)

	Jun
	78
	3 (4%)
	2 (66.6%)

	Jul
	76
	4 (5%)
	4 (100%)

	Aug
	73
	2 (3%)
	2 (100%)

	Sep
	61
	5 (8%)
	4 (80%)

	Oct
	63
	0 (0%)
	0 (0%)

	Nov
	60
	0 (0%)
	0 (0%)

	Dec
	69
	0 (0%)
	0 (0%)

	Jan
	61
	0 (0%)
	0 (0%)

	Feb
	65
	1 (2%)
	1 (100%)

	Mar
	40
	1 (3%)
	0 (0%)


The below table demonstrates the reasons for the use of custody as a PoS:

	REASON
	Number
	%

	No assessment suite available 
	20
	80%

	Alcohol
	1
	4%

	Violence
	2
	8%

	Other offences
	2
	8%

	Other refusals not in accordance with protocol
	0
	0%

	Unknown
	0
	0%

	TOTAL
	25
	100%


In 80% (20) of incidents that went to custody, this was not in exceptional circumstances* and therefore not in accordance with the multi-agency protocol, Crisis Care Concordat, or Mental Health Act Code of Practice (MHA CoP). Instead, custody was used as a PoS due to the lack of available assessment suites.
Breakdown of time spent in custody suites

The average time spent in custody for s136 detainees this FYTD is 7 hours 50 minutes.
The table on the following page demonstrates the detention length in hours and the number of individuals that fell into each time bracket:
	Detention length (in hours)
	Number

	Less than 1 hour
	1

	1
	2

	2
	3

	3
	1

	4
	1

	5
	0

	6
	0

	7
	2

	8
	5

	9
	1

	10
	2

	11
	2

	12
	1

	14
	2

	18
	1


The multi-agency protocol states that detention in custody should not last longer than 6 hours and the MH CoP recommends that the doctor and AMHP should attend within 3 hours. Only 8 detentions were under six hours (33%) and only 6 under three hours (25%).
The average time spent in custody varies depending on whether or not the person was transferred to another PoS or received their assessment in custody. 

The below table shows the number of individuals either transferred or assessed in custody, along with the average detention times for these two pathways:
	
	Number
	Average time spent in custody

	Transferred
	14
	5 hours 32 minutes

	Assessed in custody
	10
	11 hours 04 minutes (average time of 10 hours 5 minutes for assessment to commence)


Those who are assessed in custody spend more time detained in this environment than if they were transferred to a health based place of safety. A large proportion of time is spent waiting for the assessment to be arranged when the person receives their assessment in custody.
NB: Only 24 of the 25 detentions are included in these figures for this section – Crawley custody detention is not included (see next section for details).
Breakdown of custody suites

The following table demonstrates a breakdown of the distribution of the use of custody as a PoS in relation to individual custody suites. It includes the volume and percentage of these incidents where detentions were due to there being no assessment suites available:
	CUSTODY SUITE
	No. of detainees
	No. & (%) of occasions due to no assessment suites

	Guildford
	10
	10 (100%)

	Staines
	6
	5 (83%)

	Salfords
	8
	5 (63%)

	Crawley (Sussex Police suite)
	1
	0 (0%)


Transportation of s136 detainees
The below pie chart shows the transportation used for s136 detentions:
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Ambulance was used in the majority of detentions (71%) but Police transport was still used in 22% of all s136 detentions. Reasons for this include:

· Ambulance non-attendance within the 60 minute agreement

· Cancelled ambulance requests due to demeanor, location, and anticipated wait

· Ambulance not being requested

NB: Ambulance part way refers to where there is more than one transportation required (i.e. taken to A&E prior to an SABP PoS) and ambulance is not used for all of these. 

Use of s136 on under 18s

37 under 18s were detained under s136 in 2015/16. All of these went to a health based PoS:
	
	Number <=15
	Number >15
	Total Number

	April
	0
	8
	8

	May
	1
	1
	2

	June
	1
	2
	3

	July
	1
	1
	2

	August
	0
	0
	0

	September
	1
	2
	3

	October
	4
	1
	5

	November
	0
	4
	4

	December
	0
	1
	1

	January
	0
	3
	3

	February
	0
	3
	3

	March
	1
	2
	3

	Totals
	9
	28
	37


The same number of under 18s were detained in both 2015/16 and 2014/15. In 2015/16, 76% of these detentions relate to those aged 16 and 17.
Distribution of s136 across the days of the week
The below pie chart demonstrates the distribution of s136 detentions across the days of the week:
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All days have a relatively even distribution with Thursdays and Saturdays slightly higher, and Fridays and Sundays slightly lower.
Distribution of s136 across boroughs
The below graph shows the monthly distribution of s136 detentions by borough. Guildford (154) and Surrey Heath (98) have had the most detentions with Spelthorne (92) and Runnymede (88) coming in third and fourth. Tandridge is the borough with the lowest number of detentions with only 21 for the whole of 2015/16.
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Percentage of s136 detention initiated by other agencies
The following pie chart displays the proportion of s136 detentions where police were initially called by other agencies. The ‘other’ category includes agencies and services such as Crisis Line, Community Teams, NHS 111 and GPs. 32% of all s136 detentions in 2015/16 were the result of other agencies calling Police for assistance with individuals. Requests from Ambulance (12%) and A&E (10%) were the highest of all the agencies. 

Police were on occasion, called by more than one agency, or another agency has called the agency that is requesting police.
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Repeat individuals
37% of the s136 detentions relate to individuals who have been detained two or more times during 2015/16. This amounts to 91 individuals being accountable for 284 of the 768 detentions. 
The table overleaf shows the number of individuals who were repeatedly been detained under s136 during 2015/16:
	Number of s136 detentions in 2015/16
	Number of individuals

	2
	53

	3
	19

	4
	3

	5
	4

	6
	5

	7
	3

	8
	1

	9
	1

	10
	1

	11
	1


A proportion of the individuals identified above, along with a proportion of those only detained once during 2015/16, will have also been detained under s136 in previous years. Therefore, it is likely that the percentage of detentions involving individuals that are ‘repeat s136 individuals’ will be higher than 37%.
Key

* Exceptional circumstances = unmanageably disruptive or violent.
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